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Conte Scabreux.  Magnificent catalogue with good introduc-
tion by St John Hutchinson :
There in Paris, where art did not seem an idiosyncrasy or
a pose, where the workman looked into the picture shops
and at modern pictures without splitting his sides with
laughter, where the upper classes never looked at them at
all, but where the middle classes bought them because they
liked them, and where at that time the big dealers5 boom
had not begun, one could see the artists of our renaissance
flourishing like flowers in a flower-bed. . . . This preface
does not set out to" be an art criticism, it is really a talk
between two friends about pictures; it is the talk I have
had so often with Shearman, at the club, at a cafe, at
Lord's, during a walk in Paris or a motor tour on the
Continent.
April 20 Looked up Hutchy and found him having a day
Saturday, in bed and dining sybaritically off grapefruit and
asparagus. Palely loitering by his bedside was
Mary Hutchinson; her Keatsian pallor is as decorative as it
is alarming. Looking as though she might pass away at any
minute, Mary is, I firmly believe, stronger than most horses.
Even indoors and taken unawares she is always wittily dressed,
while at parties her air of an unsurprised virgin staring out of
some saucy religious canvas distinguishes her from the ruck of
merely pretty women.
Hutchy, who with Tim Dawes is Monty's executor, gave me
Monty's diary for the last eight years to read, saying that there
was nothing in it he would not want me to see. I read it
through last night in the hope of finding something with
which to tie up the odds and ends of a portrait scattered
through the Ego books. Nine-tenths of the diary would in-
terest only Monty's friends. But there are charming things
in it which help to explain the fascination he had for all of
us. His humility, for example. On a lonely cruise in the
Baltic he writes:
Am thrown on my own resources for a fortnight. This
must be*a relief to my friends, with whom I have recently
shown a tendency to be quarrelsome (when bilious). I fear
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